
Town of Twisp
Council Minutes — 02/12/13

7:00PM

Mayor kg-Moody called the meeting to order at 7:16 pm.

Council Members present: Bob Lloyd
Traci Day
Clay Hill
Clint Estes
John Fleming

Pledge of Allegiance

Council Member Fleming led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Request for Additions or Deletions to the Agenda

Additions: There were none.

Deletions: There were none.

Public Hearing: Capital Facilities Plan Resolution #13-514

Mayor kg-Moody opened the public hearing to take comments on changes to the Capital Facilities Plan
at 7:17 pm. Being as there were not any public comments, the meeting was closed at 7:18 pm.

Motion:

Council Member Day moved to approve Resolution #13-514 the Capital Facilities Plan as presented. The
motion was seconded by Council Member Estes and passed unanimously.

Public Meeting: Public Comment — Allowing the use of ATVs in the Twisp Town Limits

Mayor Ing-Moody stated that on September 12, 2012 the North Central All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) Club
made a presentation to the Town Council asking for permission to operate ATVs on the streets of Twisp.
She explained that a public meeting was held on January 22’~d, 2013 to take comments on the request and
tonight’s meeting was a continuation of that public meeting.

She reported that in talking to Michael Liu, District Ranger of the Methow Valley Ranger District, the
Forest Service will not complete their revised travel plan for the Wenatchee Okanogan National Forest
until 2014. She stated that at this time there is no connectivity from the National Forest to Twisp.

Maggie Coon, 335 Twisp River Road, Twisp: She stated she is opposed to use of ATVs in Twisp.
Actions taken in Twisp affect the whole Methow Valley. There is no justification in allowing ATVs at
this time, since proposed the Forest Service Travel Management Plan would not be completed until 2014.
The Forest Service doesn’t have the funds to improve roads and she understands that there would have to
be improvements to some roads to allow ATV use. There needs to be a cooling-off period and full
consideration given to allowing ATV use in Twisp.
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Mark Wolf Armstrong, 335 Twisp River Road, Twisp: He stated he is opposed to the use of ATVs in
Twisp. He is considering moving his organization to Twisp but would not if ATVs were allowed. There
are parking issues with the Farmers Market in the summer without adding ATV use to the mix and the
Jensen Elder Care project on W. 2nd Avenue will create more traffic for Twisp. The Comprehensive Plan
(Comp Plan) should be looked at regards to ATV use. The Council needs time to think about this issue.

Howard Cherrington, 3 Meyer Creek Road, Twisp: He is a business owner in Twisp. The community
defines priorities and we need to preserve and protect our valley. He believes the use of ATVs in Twisp
contradicts the Comp Plan. A small number of businesses would profit but the use would affect a large
number of people. ATVs are not designed for use on pavement. He stated safety issues and stress on law
enforcement as concerns of his.

Bill Ford, 302 Twisp River Road, Twisp: He stated the use of ATVs will bring in revenue. Horse and
snowmobile recreational use are good for his Town and ATVs would be also.

Peggy Willis, 80 Balky Hill Road, Twisp: She stated ATV use is not consistent with the Comp Plan.
ATVs are dangerous vehicles. There is a loss of visibility with ATV traffic. The Town’s web page states
Twisp is a safe town. The quality of life is very important for the Methow Valley.

Paul Tillman, 44 Barnaby Road, Winthrop: He wanted to clarify that the exhaust from ATVs has been
improved over the years and continues to improve, especially with the new 4 stroke engines.

Ed Surette, 11 Chewuch Heights Road, Winthrop: He stated the low number of ATV accidents in
Okanogan County from 2010 to January 2013 which was 4. That number is ½ of 1% for the accidents in
the County for that timeframe. ATVs are governed by federal noise standards. ATV use is allowed on
154 miles of Okanogan County roads with limited problems. There is ample room to share the road. The
Town should allow the use for a trial period.

Melanie Rowland, 10 Waxwing Lane, Twisp: She stated she is opposed to the use. There will be noise,
pollution, and safety issues with the use. The Methow Valley is driven by a recreation based economy
with low impact on people. There would be a high impact on the land and wildlife with ATV use. We
should preserve what we have in the Methow Valley.

Randy Brook, 10 Waxwing Lane, Twisp: He has no argument with motorcycles but ATVs are not road
vehicles.

Ted Willhite, 80 Balky Hill Road, Twisp: He is opposed to the use. The use would have an adverse
affect on the Methow Valley. Drivers under the age of 13 are allowed to drive ATVs which is not good.
Winthrop said no to ATV use. The Council should defer the decision until the Forest Service, County or
Legislature assign roads for ATV use.

Herb Rosenberg, 612 June Street, Twisp: He stated that Balky Hill Road is not a safe road for vehicle
travel and Twisp Winthrop Eastside County road is dangerous and there are sight and distance issues on
those roads. Hunters using ATVs will not understand their boundaries and will travel on private property.

Roxy Miller, Winthrop: She stated that if ATVs are not allowed to travel on Glover Street then they will
have to travel on Hwy 20 if allowed in Twisp. She asked where they will park on Hwy 20. They are
noisy and dusty.
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Carl Miller, Winthrop: He is opposed to ATV use in Twisp. In the past, he lived next to a 40 acre parcel
where ATVs were used. The riders would not stay on the trails. The Council should wait for the Forest
Service to complete their travel plan.

Matt Mason, 203 Hagerman Street, Twisp: He is opposed to ATV use in Twisp. If ATVs had been in
use in Twisp, he might not have moved here. Twisp is a quiet country town. He walks on Balky Hill
Road and Lookout Road and they are good for pedestrian travel now. The use of ATVs would have an
impact on the Town.

Robin Madison, owner of Antler’s Tavern, Twisp: ATV use will improve Twisp’s economy by bringing
in outside revenue. She talked to the city clerk in Wallace Idaho and with the revenue from snowmobile
and ATV users, Wallace flourishes.

Pearl Cherrington, 3 Meyer Creek Road, Twisp: She is opposed to ATV use in Twisp. She loves the
peaceful life of Twisp. The economic gain would not be significant enough to matter. There would be
omissions from the ATVs. The Town needs to honor the Comp Plan.

Isabelle Spohn, 419 N. M.V. Hwy, Twisp: She is representing the Methow Valley Citizens Council at
this meeting. The Town must comply with the Comp Plan. The Plan was created with foresight and is a
well directed plan. It would be best to preserve the non-motorized theme of the Plan. Health and safety
are important.

Dave Hopkins, Balky Hill Road and Upper Beaver Creek Road, Twisp: Twisp Winthrop Eastside County
Road is not a good road for travel. ATVs are not meant for pavement. He stated the ATV web page
states that riders should not ride on pavement unless they need to cross a paved road.

Richard Tinglestead, 419 N. M.V. Hwy, Twisp: The use of ATVs would have a dramatic effect on the
moral of the Town and Valley. If the Council opened the door, ATV use would cause environmental
damage. The impact of the ATV use would have an impact on future generations.

Diana Hottell, 305 E. Twisp Avenue, Twisp: She is opposed to ATV use in Twisp. ATVs are noisy and
Twisp is a quiet Town. The off-road use is a concern to hers, also.

Jon Hawley, 82 Finley Canyon, Twisp: He is opposed to ATV use in Twisp. He questioned how much
ATV use would it take to improve Twisp’s economy. He asked how the Council would end a trial period
for allowing ATV use.

Robert Walton, 168 Twin Lakes Dr, Winthrop: ATVs are not noisy and do not pollute. They are safe to
use. People who are opposed to ATVs are using fear and lack of knowledge to guide them.

Gail Surette, 11 Chewuch Heights, Winthrop: She is in favor of ATV use in Twisp. ATVs are not for
racing. A trial period would show how ATVs and bicycles could share the roads. ATV use would help
the economy of the valley.

Ray Campbell, Commissioner Okanogan County: The County Commissioners have recently approved
more county roads for ATV use. They would consider opening up all county roads if presented with a
request. There is county policing for off-road use for snowmobile and ATVs use.

Carolyn Bickford, 1209 Ewell Lane, Twisp: She watches ATVs travel on private lots and town property
in her neighborhood. The riders are young children who ride unsafely with too many kids on one vehicle.
The kids ride from 4 pm to 9 pm. The only thing that stops them is a fence.
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Debra Grant, 500 E 2nd Aye, Twisp: She stated safety is her main reason for not allowing ATVs in
Twisp. ATVs are not meant for paved roads. Riders need to rider differently on paved verse unpaved
roads and young children do not have that experience.

Bill Moody, 620 Moody Lane, Twisp: He stated he is opposed to ATV use in the town limits. He asked
the Council to consider his letter and all other comments given on this issue.

Sandy Moody, 620 Moody Lane, Twisp: She stated she is opposed to ATV use in Twisp. There is no
place for the ATVs to travel to and from Twisp at this time.

Pat Norwil, 1213 Riverside Avenue, Twisp: He likes to walk his dog in Twisp and you can walk to quiet
seemingly country setting quickly in Town. ATVs would diminish the experience. Twisp stands for
quality of life and pedestrian safety.

Dwight Filer, Twisp: He stated he agrees with Herb Rosenberg about safety concerns on Twisp Winthrop
E. Co. He has concerns about hunting season and parking in Twisp with ATV use. He is glad that
omissions are less than they use to be. He is very opposed to ATV use in Twisp.

Bruce Carter, 44 Homestead Hills Road off of Balky Hill Road, Twisp: He stated he is opposed to ATV
use for all the reasons stated.

Tracey Weise, 44 Homestead Hills Road, Twisp: She stated her home is sandwiched in between Balky
Hill Road and Twisp Winthrop E. Co. Road. Twisp is not like Wallace ID. Twisp does not need to grab
at something like ATV use.

Meayowa, 1760 Hwy 153, Canton: she stated that ATVs are for farm use not paved roads. We need to
respect the joy of the Methow Valley. There should not be a trial period for ATV use. Until the Forest
Service opens up travel for ATVs, ATV use should be shelved.

Craig Edwards, 1760 Hwy 153, Carlton: He is opposed to ATV use in Twisp.

Charlie Lehman, 333 Twisp Winthrop E. Co. Road, Twisp: He stated he owns 1000 acres on the Twisp
Winthrop B. Co. and Balky Roads. He is in favor of ATV use.

Larry Malcomb, Chewuch Road, Winthrop: He is in favor of ATV use. He is a member of the NC ATV
Club. ATVs are registered, licensed and insured. ATV Club members like to go to different areas to ride.
He does not believe that Twisp would be inundated with ATV use. The Club usually rides in groups of 8
to 12 vehicles. Twisp Winthrop E. Co. Road is twisty and it is scary to drive around a corner and find a
bicyclist on your side of the road. All riders have to be responsible and follow the rules.

Spencer King, 49 Miller Road, Omak: President of the NC ATV Club: He stated there is an ATV
Chapter in the Methow Valley. ATV use hasn’t had a drama impact on the cities that have allowed ATV
use. Stevens County is open to ATV use and there are little or no issues. Motorized recreation creates a
gas tax that is returned to the community. Recreation users spend money which helps the small
businesses.

Sandy Scheinberg, 1018 Burton Street, Twisp: The Council has a hard challenge to hear the will of the
people. She believes the majority of people are opposed to the use. Club members are usually
responsible riders. She has seen the monumental impact of illegal actions on forest service and federal
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lands as there is little enforcement available. The noise effect is cumulative in her neighborhood from
ATV use.

Tom Gehring, 3175. Glover Street, Twisp: He is opposed to ATV use in Twisp. The issue is polarizing
the community and the Council needs to take a step back. The use would not help our economy. There
would be omissions. It would be hard to mitigate the negative impacts. A high fee could be assessed for
use of the ATVs in Twisp. The decision made on ATVs should be unanimous.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS

Discussion: ATVs in Twisu

At 8:45 pm Mayor Ing-Moody closed the public meeting to more testimony. She asked the Council if
they had any questions for the public due to testimony given.

Mayor kg-Moody replied to Randy Brook’s question that as comments have been received attention was
given to in-Town and out-of-Town comments but all comments are important to her and the Council.

Mayor kg-Moody asked Robin Madison if there was connectivity in Wallace Idaho between Wallace and
the forest service lands. Ms. Madison stated yes and she also stated that old railroad beds are used for
trails and bicyclists and ATVs use the same trails in some instances.

Mayor kg-Moody asked Commissioner Campbell if the county was looking at allowing additional roads
for ATV use. He stated no, not at the county level at this time. He stated that the Okanogan County
fairgrounds are now connected to the City of Okanogan for ATV use. He stated there are no roads on
Twisp’s side of the Loup that are open to ATV use at this time.

Council Member Lloyd asked if there was an connectivity of county roads to the north for ATVs. He was
told no.

Council Member Day stated that ATVs are not meant for paved roads. The road is shared by pedestrians
and bicyclists and why should we add ATVs to that mix. There is no connectivity between Balky Hill
Road and the Town of Twisp at this time.

Council Member Hill reiterated that Mr. Lehman with many acres in the Balky Hill area is in favor of
ATV use on Twisp Winthrop E. Co. Road. He stated there are good and bad in every group. ATVs
would be good for business in Twisp. ATVs have to be licensed and bicycles are not licensed.

Council Member Hill asked Mr. Tillman if pavement to dirt is an issue when they are riding ATVs in
Wallace. Mr. Tillman stated there is no issue.

Council Member Estes commented that Idaho and Montana which are open to ATV use didn’t unpave
their roads for ATV use.

Mayor Ing-Moody: The draft Forest Service Travel Management Plan will be out in May. There will be
hearings and discussions about routes for travel. The Council and Mayor are listening to previously
written and verbal comments, tonight’s comments and the passion shown here. The representation of
comments is pertinent to the Council and the Council will do its due diligence. At this time, there is no
connectivity between Twisp and the top of the Loup where ATV use is allowed.
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Mayor kg-Moody stated it would a presumptuous use of Town resources to work to open the Town to
ATV use at this time. When she asked Association of Washington Cities, Risk Management Services
Agency (AWC RMSA), she was told there are considerable risks involved with allowing ATV use in
Twisp. She reminded the Council that Deputy Rodriguez stated that allowing ATVs would be putting the
cart before the horse.

Mayor Ing-Moody stated she is not opposed to ATVs, but with the Comp Plan as our guide and public
comment seemingly more in opposition to the use, would the effort to include ATVs in Twisp be timely.

Council Member Fleming appreciated Tom Gehring’s comments. Council Member Fleming is a
motorcycle safety instructor and questions how riders handle on-pavement and off-pavement situations on
ATVs because the vehicles would handle differently in the two situations. He stated he has lived in a
community that allowed ATV use and they are not a nuisance. He sees public sentiment as 2 to 1
opposed to ATV use in Twisp. The Council needs time to consider the issue.

Council Member Hill gave an example of an experience he has had in Nevada where ATVs are part of the
everyday life in a farming and hunting community. He believes that the community feels the cons of
ATV use are out-weighed by the pros, including economic gain. He reiterated the fact of the low number
of ATV accidents in Okanogan County.

Council Member Hill stated that Twisp Winthrop E. Co Road is used by all of us at our own risk,
including bicyclists and joggers and none of us are treated differently as we use that county road. He
stated that the Town should put an ordinance in place now why it is fresh on Council minds and it will
show the Okanogan County Commissioners that we are open to connectivity.

Mayor kg-Moody responded that the time needed to complete the ordinance would involve
insurmountable cost to the Town. She asked what does the Community want and the Council needs to
listen to everyone. She stated that yes revenues have declined for Twisp but that Twisp is seeing
economic growth at this time.

Council Member Day stated that the Comprehensive Plan is the guiding principle that the Town uses for
decision making and the Plan emphasis non-motorized uses.

Council Member Estes stated he doesn’t have a clear picture that ATV use would be discouraged in the
Comp Plan.

Council Member Day stated that is potential risk of accidents with ATV use. The Comp Plan Economic
Development Element, C. Goals and Objectives #7; Ensure Town development standards encourage
proposed streets adequately address the Town’s goals for safety, pedestrian/bicycle compatibility,
lighting and snow removal. #8: Develop non-motorized transportation links, such as sidewalks, bicycle
lanes and a tray system connecting the town with parks, neighborhoods and businesses.

Council Member Hill stated he is not critical of the Comp Plan. He would like the town to be able to pay
its bills.

Mayor kg-Moody stated that the Park and Recreation Plan and the Comp Plan discourage the use of
ATVs and public sentiment is against the use.
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Council Member Lloyd questioned the number of opponents to the use of ATV at tonight’s meeting verse
the number of persons who have not yet commented on the issue.

Mayor Ing-Moody noted that there will be more numbers added to the tally of for and against comments
after tonight’s meeting.

Council Member Lloyd asked if the differently-able were excluded in the Comp Plan from enjoying
Twisp.

Council Member Fleming asked if there has been a fair representation in the tallying of for and against
comments on the ATV issue.

Mayor Ing-Moody stated she sees a pattern of a majority of those tallied being against the use of ATVs in
Twisp.

Council Member Fleming stated the Council should not huffy the process on the ATV issue.

Council Member Estes stated that Winthrop stated no to ATV use on their streets but Twisp is not
Winthrop. He stated that regulations would control noise, access to limited streets, and restrict hours with
minimal impact.

Council Member Hill stated that a draft ordinance with defined routes, hours, licensed drivers, noise
control, and liability insurance coverage could be generated. He stated he would like to have the
ordinance in place before hunting season.

Council Member Day stated that the Council would not be listening to the community if the Council were
to write an ordinance at this time.

Mayor kg-Moody stated that public comment asked for a sub-committed to address concerns listed in
public comments.

Council Member Hill stated he has found that a working document is helpful in refining what is necessary
to place in a document.

Mayor kg-Moody stated that the Council should let the Forest Service to theirjob. The Council should
let democracy do its job.

Council Member Fleming asked the Council to table the issue.

Other Public Comment Period:

There were no comments.

Action: Resolution #13-515 — Salary Schedule — Part-tine Officer Wages

Chief Budrow stated the hourly rate for part-time officer wages needed to be increased from $24 to $25 to
be in line with other cities.
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Motion:

Council Member Lloyd moved to change the hourly wage for part-time officer’s wages to $25 as
presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill and passed unanimously.

Appoint an Alternate Board Member to the North Central Regional Transportation Planning
Organization

Mayor Ing-Moody explained that she attends the North Central Regional Transportation Planning
Organization monthly meetings. The Board is asking the Town to appoint an alternate board member.
She noted that Planner Danison also attends the meetings and is agreeable to being the Town’s alternate.

Motion:

Council Member Day moved to accept Planner Danison as the alternate to the North Central Regional
Transportation Planning Organization. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill and passed.
Council Member Lloyd opposed.

Stafford Plague in Twisp Park

The “Friends of William Stafford” have offered to place a Stafford Methow River poem and
accompanying interpretive sign in the Twisp Park. There would no costs to the Town associated with the
project. The “Friends” keep ownership of the signs and would remove the signs if the Town later wanted
them removed.

Motion:

Council Member Day moved to accept the offer of a Stafford poem for the Twisp Park. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Fleming and passed unanimously.

Fire District #6-Contract for Services

Mayor Ing-Moody reported that Fire District #6 had returned a signed Fire Services Agreement to the
Town for review and approval. The agreement had been signed by Commissioners Reiber and
Brandenberg. She reported that it is not the same contract that was signed by herself, Clerk Moriarty and
Attorney DeTro and presented to Fire District #6 after the January 22nd Council meeting.

Mayor kg-Moody and the Council discussed the points that had been changed in the new draft by the
District. The only change that the Mayor and Council had concerns about was Section 2.4 which states
“The Town agrees that it will appoint the Chief of the District as the Fire Chief of the Town for the
purpose of enforcement of the International Fire Code. The Fire Chief shall have no code enforcement
responsibility under this Agreement”.

Action: Mayor Ing-Moody will clarify Section 2.4 with Fire District #6.

Motion:

Council Member Estes moved to give Mayor Ing-Moody the authority to sign the Fire Services
Agreement when Section 2.4 has been clarified as stated at this meeting. The motion was seconded by
Council Member Day and passed unanimously.
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Acceptance of the Office of Columbia River Grant and Aspect Consulting Contract Order #3

The Town of Twisp has received a grant from the Office of Columbia River for water acquisition. The
Office of Columbia River will contribute $35,000, the Town has $15,000 budgeted for water acquisition,
and $5000 will come from in-kind services provided by town officials. There will be no additional funds
that need to be provided by the Town.

Aspect Consulting Order #3 states Water Rights Service Agreement between the Town and Aspect will
increase from $25,000 to $50,000 for this contract order. The description of work includes MVID
Coordination and Water Right and Water System Technical Assistance.

Motion:

Council Member Hill moved to accept the grant from the Office of Columbia River and Aspect
Consulting Contract Order #3 as presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Fleming and
passed unanimously.

Mayor’s Report

Mayor kg-Moody reported on the following:

• The 2013 Council Retreat is scheduled for March 22”’~ and 23rd

• Any topics that council members want to cover at the retreat should be sent to the Mayor.

Staff Reports

Written staff reports were submitted and placed in the Council packets for review. Mayor kg-Moody
asked Council if they had any questions regarding the reports submitted by the Department Heads.

There were no questions.

Commission/Committee/Board Reports

There were no reports submitted.

Town Hall Sub-Committee

Council Member Fleming reported that the Town Hall Sub-committee met and discussed where the
committee should spend its energy. The committee will work on preliminary design plans for changes to
Town Hall.

Methow Valley Watershed Council

Methow Valley Watershed Council Chair Greg Knott and Town of Twisp Alternate Liaison to the
Watershed Council Hans Smith presented to the Town Council the Organizational Development Proposal
that is presently before the State Legislature.

The proposal would create an independently funded WRJA 48 Water Management Board which would
assume the current activities of the watershed planning unit. The proposal would also create a mitigation
water bank to keep water home and allow for future development.
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Chairman Knott asked the Town Council to support approaching Senator Parlette to sponsor the
legislature and to support petitioning Ecology to establish the Methow Water Management Board.
Liaison Smith asked the Council to review the legislation and get back to him with feedback.

Consent Agenda

• Accounts Payable/Payroll

Vouchers audited and certified by the auditing officer as required by RCW 42.24.080, and those expense
reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090, have been recorded on a listing, which
has been made available to the Town Council. The following voucher/checks are approved for payment
by a majority vote on this 12th day of February, 2013.

Payroll 13392-13408 $45,032.69 01/31/13
EFTs Trans # 92, 167,

210-211 233-237
Cashmere Valley Bank EEls Trans # 270-272 $2,341.51 02/01/13

Checks 29725-29754 $11,719.26 02/12/13
Checks 29755-29756 $600.00 02/12/13
Payroll 13409-13411 $2,4590.00 02/15/13

Motion:

Council Member Hill moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by
Council Member Estes and passed unanimously.

Adjourmnent

There being no further business to come before the Council; Mayor hg-Moody adjourned the meeting at
11:15 pm.

APPROVED:

ATTES : Mayor~o ;Moo(2~~
Cl?k7Treasurer Jackie Mc~arty ._—‘~‘
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