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Introduction – Planning & Public Involvement 

History 

The Town of Twisp, in the center of the Methow Valley, has a unique townscape and 

identity that draws from the surrounding environmental beauty, agricultural richness and 

recreational opportunities.  The Town occupies the confluence of the Twisp and Methow 

Rivers, which are both actively-managed important resources for salmonid restoration in 

the Upper Columbia focus area.   The Town has developed its 6+ acre riverside park with an 

outdoor swimming pool, accessible paths to basketball courts, children’s playground, a 

bandstand, and accessible picnic shelter.  Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) 

(previously the Interagency Council) (IAC) has been instrumental in these improvements 

through grant programs, but the community has a longstanding history of philanthropy 

and volunteerism that has provided the initial investment in these projects as well as 

providing for ongoing maintenance.  

In 2007 and 2008 the Town worked through a process of updating its Comprehensive Plan, 

laying the groundwork for the creation of a comprehensive trail system throughout Town.  

While Okanogan County is not required to plan under the Growth Management Act, the 

Town follows the planning format appropriate for its size.  During public meetings held as 

part of the update, the priority of increased recreational facilities, safe bicycle and 

pedestrian routes and a non-motorized trail system were consistent themes.    There was 

also a lot of interest voiced in retaining public access to the Twisp and Methow Rivers and 

in making pedestrian connections between parks and other Town destinations.  In 

response, the Park and Recreational Element of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan (Part IV (C) 

states:  "In addition to the pedestrian and bicycle routes recommended in the 

Transportation Element, a comprehensive trail system will also help create a sense of 

community by connecting parks, neighborhoods and natural areas while providing 

recreation and enjoyment for residents and visitors."   The Comp Plan also calls for utilizing 

the Park and Recreation Commission of the Town to assist the Town Council in developing 

community-driven plans for recreational opportunities in Town. 

Subsequent to the Comprehensive Plan update, the Zoning Ordinance was updated and 

adopted in 2009. An important part of the preparation for developing a permanent trail 

system involved the rezoning of industrial property on the east side of the Methow River.  

The site of the Wagner Lumber Mill through 1983, the property was zoned for light 

industrial for more than 20 years.  However, as the economy of the Methow Valley shifted 

from extraction and manufacturing to service and tourism, the site remained vacant.  The 

owners of the properties on the southeast side of the Methow on both sides of Highway 20 

encouraged the Planning Commission and Council to rezone this property.  The 

Comprehensive Plan recommended, and the 2009 zoning ordinance established, a 
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Commercial-Riverfront (C-R) zone for this area.  One of the contingencies for a 

development in this new C-R zone is the requirement to include a right-of-way or easement 

for public access along the entirety of the shoreline with all proposals. The Comprehensive 

Plan and Zoning Ordinance now have priorities and mechanisms for finally making the trail 

system a reality. 1  

Twisp created a Parks and Recreation Commission by ordinance in 1996.    In 2009 the 

Town added trail planning to its Capital Facilities Plan (Appendix B) again and began to 

move forward.  New members were sought for open Park and Recreation Commission seats 

and two Council members with a passion for trails stepped forward to facilitate the 

planning process.  There were approximately three months of advertisements in the local 

paper for park and recreation commissioners, but the commission was successfully 

reestablished by holding special meetings open to the public to discuss current 

opportunities and acquaint newcomers to the history of the trail discussion in Twisp.  In 

the first meeting citizen volunteers who helped with earlier efforts in trail planning spoke 

about their vision for trails and opportunities they hoped to see come to fruition.  From 

that meeting the Commission was reestablished. 

After the Park and Recreation Commission started to hold targeted public meetings about 

trail-planning, the next order of business was the development of a brief survey that would 

answer some of the main questions about the proposed trail.  The survey was designed to 

be both qualitative and quantitative.  The Commission and Town Council assisted with the 

creation of the survey. The survey was made available by hardcopy or online, 

advertisements in the local paper directed people to sites to complete the survey.  An email 

promotion of the survey was also found to be a successful way to get the word out and 

response was very strong.  An incentive to participation was a drawing where survey-

takers could opt to participate to win a $100 discount on their seasonal pool pass or other 

pool activity.  A copy of the survey document is in Appendix A.   Responses to this survey 

were electronically compiled and assisted in setting priorities in this plan. 

A summary of the current processes used to obtain community input and direction for trail 

development, then, included: 

 Public  workshops with facilitated small group discussions- Comprehensive Plan 

update 2007-2008 

 At least 6 public meetings discussing the riverfront-commercial zoning change- 

2008-2009 

                                                           
1
 See Twisp Municipal Code: 18.30.060 Commercial riverfront (C-R) district. (2) Special Regulations 

(f) All proposals along the Methow River shall include a right-of-way or easement for public access along 
the entirety of the shoreline. (Ord. 601 § 6(6), 2009) 
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 A public meeting/focus group discussion regarding historical trail planning efforts-

2010 

 Reestablishment of Park and Recreation Commission public meetings/focus trails- 

2010 

 Creation & distribution of a survey online & paper survey regarding trails- 2010 

In 2011 the Parks and Recreation Commission merged with the Planning Commission 

when they realized their duties and planning efforts were overlapping and that sustaining 

volunteers for two commissions was becoming increasingly difficult. 

Current Planning and Public Involvement 

The Town of Twisp has received numerous state and federal grants to improve pedestrian 

safety through the creation of sidewalks, further providing access to various recreational 

facilities.   In 2011 the Town was successfully awarded an RCO grant for the acquisition of 

rights-of-way through 2 properties on the west side of the Methow River, from the south 

end of the park to 2nd Avenue for the purpose of a non-motorized recreational trail.  In 

preparing for future grant opportunities for additional acquisition and development of the 

trails, the Town hired the firm Macleod Reckord to prepare a Non-Motorized 

Transportation Plan, a facilities master plan of existing and recommended pedestrian and 

bicycle routes, including sidewalks, bike lanes and a non-motorized trail system. The plan 

was recommended by the Planning Commission and adopted by Council in 2014.  Upon 

completion of the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan, the Town extended the contract 

with Macleod Reckord to create a conceptual trail design for Phase I of the trail plan to 

submit to funding agencies as grant opportunities arise.   As with any long-term plan that 

requires considerable capital investment; development will be implemented in phases. 

In 2013, members of the Community created the Friends of the Trail.  This informal group 

held public meetings engaging community members in providing input on the priorities of 

recreational facilities and non-motorized routes.   The Planning Commission included this 

public input with information compiled to create a set of evaluation criteria and ranking 

system for prioritizing projects based on Town planning documents, need and fundability.   

Each of the projects identified on the Facilities Plan (Appendix B) was scored on a scale of 1 

to 3 based on how well the project supported the evaluation criteria.  The information was 

summarized and the projects were prioritized accordingly (Appendix B Priority Projects 

Map and Evaluation sheet). 
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Inventory of Existing Parks and Recreational Facilities 

This current inventory of the park and recreational facilities provides a foundation or 

starting point from which goals and improvement needs can be identified. While the 

permanent population of the Town of Twisp is just under 1,000 residents, the amenities in 

Town serve a wider population in the Methow Valley.  Good examples of the Town’s 

recreational assets serving a broader community are the Wagner Memorial Swimming Pool 

in the Twisp Park and the Methow Valley Community Center and Commons Park on 

Highway 20.  The Methow Valley Swim Team alone brings over 250 participating youth and 

many more supporters to the Twisp Park in the summer season.  The Farmer’s Market held 

at the Community Center parking lot will host 1000 or more people on busy summer days; 

it runs from April to October.  These visitors will become future users of the trail system.  

Included in this inventory are facilities and programs in Twisp and the MSRF property.   

Twisp Town Park 
 
Location: 
At the north end of Lincoln Street and adjacent to the confluence of the Twisp and Methow 
Rivers.   
 
Purpose: 
Urban/Family Park 
 
History: 
The approximately 6 acre site, at least 4 acres of it in lawn, was donated to the Town by the 
Webb family in the early 1963.  The property was the site of the Town’s first water well and 
once hosted a federal Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Camp.  The current picnic shelter 
is sited near the original Webb homestead.  Donations of time, equipment and materials 
have created a valuable recreational asset in this park.  The Wagner family who owned the 
mill in town provided heavy equipment that improved the park grounds and protected it 
from future flood damage. 
 
Recreational Facilities at this Site:   
 
Wagner Memorial Swimming Pool:  Originally built in 1966 with donated funds from the 
Wagner family, the pool was renovated in 2001 to fix 35 years of wear, to expanded, to add 
a zero-depth children’s section and a slide.  IAC provided funding for the renovation.  It is 
the only public pool in the Methow Valley.  The pool hosts several successful programs that 
are thriving because of the 2001 infusion of capital from IAC, annual $15,000+ payments 
from the Wagner Trust, and the active support of the Friends of the Pool group who have 
raised money to support the maintenance of the pool since 2004.  The Methow Valley Killer 
Whale Swim Club uses the pool for its swim season and has had over 100 members in each 
of the past six years competing in the regional swim meets. In addition to a successful 
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aerobics and lap swim program, the pool’s swim lesson sessions are generally near 
capacity.  This pool is considered by residents and visitors to be one of the jewels of the 
valley. 
 
Picnic Shelter:   The Webb family and the Kiwanis built the shelter in 1991 and have 
maintained it as a quality structure just feet from the river. 
 
Cascadia Band Shell:  In 1995, the local non-profit organization Cascadia built the band 
shell to host musical and theatre events in the open-air.  The band shell has been the setting 
for the annual multi-cultural Two Rivers Pow-Wow and the Methow Arts “Arts in the Park” 
as well as many Cascadia sponsored concerts and Merc Playhouse productions. 
 
Basketball Courts & Playground:  In 2005 the Town completed the installation of safe 
children’s playground equipment, installed accessible paths and parking, and constructed a 
new basketball area using IAC funding. 
 
Twisp Commons Park 
 
Location: 
Adjacent to the Methow Valley Community Center (MVCC) between Highway 20 and 
Johnson Street.   
 
Purpose: 
A community gathering park, with native plantings and sculpture. 
 
History: 
This is the site of the original tennis courts for the Twisp High School. This property was 
converted in the early 2000’s with volunteer labor and monies into its current use as a 
community gathering area, using native plantings and grassy areas with modern irrigation.  
 
Recreational Facilities at this Site:   
This park provides respite and picnic space for Farmer’s Market goers and it can be used 
for extended activities related to the Farmer’s Market or as a meeting spot for young 
families walking around town. 

 
Maves Memorial Park 
 
Location: 
135 South Glover Street, downtown. 
 
Purpose: 
Downtown green space and visitor rest stop. 
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History: 
Dr. Maves established a popular dental practice on Glover Street.  After his passing, his 
family donated the lot next to his practice to the Town for a pocket park.   
 
Recreational Facilities at this Site:   
Bench, dog sanitation station, plaque, bicycle rack and themed trash receptacle. 
 

Twisp Airport & Sports Fields 
 
Location: 
Twisp Airport Road southeast of Twisp, 1.35 miles from the intersection of Highway 20 and 
Glover Street. 
 
Purpose: 
Aviation activities, baseball field, soccer field, open space, and camping for visiting pilots. 
 
History: 
The municipal airport property was annexed by the Town, although it is not contiguous 
with the town boundary.  The area on the south side of the runway is where the ball fields 
are located had been used for many years up through the 1980’s for different community 
events like horse races, vehicle racing, and other competitions.  The Kiwanis and other 
community members have provided labor and materials to construct a league-sized 
baseball field and soccer field.  The airport’s improvement club has developed a grassy 
camping area for visiting pilots and a grass landing strip for gliders on the north side of the 
runway. The airport club is adding irrigation water storage in 2010. 
 
Recreational Facilities at this Site:   
Youth and adult sports activities; pilot and community events like the annual fly-in 
breakfast, flying instruction, glider events and other aviation activities. 

 
Aaron Johnson Park (open space north of confluence of Twisp & Methow 
Rivers) 
 
Location: 
Just north of the confluence of the Twisp and Methow Rivers and behind the Community 
Covenant Church.  The property lies on both sides of the Methow River. 
 
Purpose: 
Open space, nature preserve, riparian area. 
 
History: 
An Indian village and then a fish hatchery were once found on or near this site.  The 
property was donated by the Johnson family for open space and recreation purposes.  Over 
the years, some of this upland property has been altered if not lost due to erosion and 
flooding.  The property is within the floodplains and floodways of the two rivers.   
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Recreational Facilities at this Site:   
This property has areas that are difficult to navigate because of its proximity to the river, 
but offers a great upland and riparian habitat conservation opportunity in its natural state.  
Some people walk the area, but it’s not commonly recognized as public property.  In 2009 
fish detection technology was temporarily installed on the riverbank to assist in the 
Methow restoration efforts.   
 

Other Non-Profit or Publicly-Owned Key Undeveloped Properties  
 
The properties listed below are integral to trail planning by the Town: 
 
Methow Salmon Recovery:  
 
The Methow Salmon Recovery Foundation (MSRF) initiated efforts to protect and enhance 
the area now known as the Salmon Recovery Project in 2002 with grant funds from the 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board Grant to acquire two parcels just west of the Town 
boundaries abutting Borchard Lane. The original grant application submitted by MSRF, and 
all subsequent applications, included provisions for development of an educational trail 
through the property and a limited parking area to increase public access to and awareness 
of conservation activities on the site. The MSRF Salmon Recovery Project has grown over 
the past decade to include more than 20 acres of riparian area adjacent to the south bank of 
the Twisp River. A trail system has been developed by MSRF along an abandoned road 
prism throughout the western portion of the property. MSRF would like to see the trail 
extended through the eastern half of the site along the route of the existing dike 
constructed in the early 1970’s. Construction of the trail would include public signage and 
limited fencing to direct access through the site while increasing public awareness of the 
fragile nature of the surrounding riparian areas. Access would not be constructed through 
sensitive areas within the site. 
 
The “Forest Service” Property owned by the Twisp Public Development 
Authority/TwispWorks: 
 
In 2008 the Town created the Twisp Public Development Authority (PDA) for the purpose 
of purchasing the Twisp Forest Service property that was for sale by the U.S. Forest Service.  
The Twisp PDA was successful in purchasing the property and securing it for community 
uses in 2009.  A master plan was completed in July 2010 that is the result of almost two 
years of public input and focus group work assisted by a consultant.  This 6+ acre property 
contains 17 buildings, green space (including a large native plant garden with interpretive 
signage), and offers another opportunity to link with the town’s resources for the benefit of 
residents and visitors.  Educational opportunities are a high priority use named in the draft 
master plan. 
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Trail System Northwest of Town limits: 
 
This trail is still actively used by mountain bikers, hikers and is on the route of the annual 
Sunflower Run.  Much of the trail is through public land.  The connection to the public trail 
through private property and they have shared the access route with the public in the past.  
This trail connects to Sun Mountain’s private trail network and gets a lot of non-winter use.  
It is the best out-of-town recreational connection opportunity the Town of Twisp has.  
Obtaining an easement to this system is vital. 
 
Street Rights-of-Way Terminating On the River: 
Another strategy of the plan which has been deployed is the review of street ends, alleys 
and other publicly owned property for their potential as pocket parks, pedestrian pathways 
or river accesses. 
 

 Twisp River/Magers & Ainsworth - North and South of the Twisp River is Town 
right-of-ways used when a bridge was located here.  On the south side the right-of-
way becomes Magers St and on the north Ainsworth.  The Twisp River is not very 
wide at this point and the banks are fairly steep making it a possible location for a 
river crossing. 

 
 Twisp River just east of the Highway 20 Bridge - Two town access rights-of-way 

converge at the edge of Twisp just east of the Highway 20 Bridge behind stormwater 
area.  The longer of the two is called Massey Wills Lane and runs east terminating at 
Lincoln Street where it enters the Twisp Park.  Massey Wills Lane is currently not 
used except for access to two properties on its west end.  Massey Wills Lane would 
be a natural connection to the Twisp Park. 

 
 Old Utility Bridge north of the Highway 20 Bridge - The Town has a very old utility 

bridge across the Methow just north of the Highway 20 Bridge over the Methow 
River. This bridge presents a future opportunity for a river crossing separate from 
the Highway Bridge. 

 
 2nd Avenue Terminus - There is several multi-family properties in this area of town 

served by 2nd Avenue.  The terminus of this street at the Methow River is just south 
of the Twisp Park. 

 
 5th Avenue Terminus - This area has a mixture of homes with two commercial 

buildings, the local funeral business and the American Legion Hall.  The 5th Avenue 
terminus is a possible location for river access, a pocket park or a boat launch. 

 
 Burton Street Terminus - The Burton Street neighborhood has been one of the 

fastest growing in recent years and has a lot of young families.  The end of Burton 
Street terminates at the Methow River and is a possible location for a future pocket 
park, trail connection or boat launch. 
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Non-Motorized Trail Opportunities 
 
Many land and business owners in the community have expressed support for trail 

development, and have donated or offered to donate rights-of-way for public access. 

Business owners on Twisp Avenue, west of Division Street (Highway 20) have made offers 

of rights-of-way for trail construction along the south bank of the Twisp River. There are 

challenges with connecting eastward, under the bridge, routing around storm drainage 

facilities and private properties, and steep topography that may prohibit wide trail 

construction, but there may still be opportunities for a narrow public path. 

Further west along the Twisp River, there is public access at the Salmon Recovery Center, 

but there are few options for connectivity along the river due to high numbers of small 

private properties. There may be opportunity to make connections within the Twisp 

Avenue road right-of-way or along the adjacent dry ditch line to the Salmon Recovery 

Center trails, but these alternatives will require negotiation with additional private 

property owners and/or further evaluation of availability of space in the right-of-way. 

Several parcels of undeveloped land in the immediate vicinity of the town of Twisp, and 

along the Methow River, are in private ownership and may be candidate sites for extension 

and connection of trails. Several property owners along the river have voiced support for 

development of trails and non-motorized facilities through their properties. Other 

properties may change ownership or require development concessions before eventually 

being developed, so there may be opportunity for trails through these lands as well.  

1. Hottell-Bennett Property – connecting at its north end to Twisp Park, and at its south 
end to the east extension of 2nd Avenue right-of-way, this property provides an 
excellent corridor for extension of Twisp Park trail along the west bank of the 
Methow River and connection to 2nd Avenue. The property owners have donated a 
right-of-way to match an RCO grant for trail construction over the length of the river 
frontage. The river bank is sparsely wooded and trail alignment would be best suited 
for the area landward of the riparian vegetation. At the south end, one home is located 
in close proximity to the top of bank and trail alignment through this segment will be 
coordinated with the owner to minimize impact. 

2. Lloyd Property – property owner of parcels located west of the Twisp-Winthrop 
Eastside County Road and north of Highway 20 along the east bank of the Methow 
River has supported trail development through this site. Access to the site is currently 
from Highway 20, but could include connections to, and across, Twisp-Winthrop 
Eastside County Road. This site represents a significant opportunity to expand the 
community trail system and make connection to new destinations (residential, 
commercial, business) which the property owner may develop. There may be other 
opportunities to provide loop trail systems through the site, or adjacent to Twisp-
Winthrop Eastside County Road. 
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3. Aspen Beach LLC Property – south of Highway 20 and west of Marble Street, the 
property that follows the east bank of the Methow River and is currently zoned 
Commercial Riverfront (CR) may see redevelopment in the future. This property 
owner is also supportive of trail development along the river. Osprey nesting boxes 
have been established in selected areas along the river bank. This segment of 
riverbank is sparsely wooded and has erosive, steep cut, banks at the south end. A 
trail along this reach of the river should be set back from the riparian vegetation and 
the top of bank to the extent possible in order to avoid future bank failure through 
this particularly active reach of the river. Connections to other trail systems would 
likely have to occur via Marble Street. 

4. Ulrich- Konrad Property- this is the section of trail that abuts Property 3 that 
continues to Highway 20 on the South side.   

5. Cramer, Schulz Property – south of Highway 20 and following the west bank of the 
Methow River, there is an unofficial trail on private land currently used by locals to 
access the swimming beach at the bend in the river. These property owners have 
indicated a willingness to allow for access along the river frontage of the property. 

 
East of town there may be opportunities to connect town and county lands for expanded 

trail development and connection to future recreational facilities. Routing will require 

discussion with private property owners where road rights-of-way don’t exist or are not 

wide enough to accommodate multiple modes. 

These properties, rights-of-way, and easements will provide a unique ribbon of greenway 

with public trails and on-road facilities that will ultimately provide uninterrupted non-

motorized connection between the Twisp River Recreational Area, the MSRF, the Twisp 

Park at the confluence, full frontage of the Methow River through Twisp and the Twisp 

Sports Complex. 

 Demand and Need Analysis  

As supported by the 2010 Public Survey, the Comprehensive Plan, 2010 Twisp Trail and 

Recreation Plan and the Economic Development Plan, the Town of Twisp has identified the 

need for improved non-motorized pathways and a comprehensive trail system that 

connects neighborhoods, parks, public facilities, commercial districts and natural areas. 

The goal is to provide access to recreational opportunities along the Twisp and Methow 

Rivers as well as transportation routes for pedestrians and bicycles that are separate and 

safe from vehicular traffic. It is important these trails and non-motorized routes be 

established so as to capitalize on available opportunities for partnerships in trail 

development and acquisition of rights-of-way before they become limited, unavailable or 

cost prohibitive. 
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The Town Council began the current planning effort in early 2010 and held a public 

discussion where representatives from earlier trail planning efforts shared perspectives.  

This meeting kicked off the re-establishment of the Park and Recreation Commission that 

was assigned the task of developing a detailed Town trail plan.  The decision was made in 

an early planning meeting to utilize a survey to document the needs and priorities for a 

Town Trail.  Key results from this survey that speak to demand include: 

 92% of respondents said they would use the Town’s current parks and facilities 

more if they were linked or made accessible by trails or paths. 

 More than 78% of respondents said trails or paths would be very beneficial to 

physical health and well-being.  An additional 13% said they would be somewhat 

beneficial. 

 Over 92% of survey responses said that non-motorized paths will enhance safety in 

recreation in Town. 

 More than 87% of respondents said it would provide community enhancement to 

have a trail system and over 78% believed a trail system would be beneficial to 

businesses. 

 While the primary pedestrian routes in town still are sidewalks and walking on the 

side of the road (over 85% use these primarily); the unofficial trail along the river 

across private properties is currently used by 64% of respondents.   This trail is at 

risk by development. 

 Recreation activities most important to respondents include:   

o Walking/jogging (important to 98%) 

o Biking (important to 94%) 

o River viewing (important to 94%) 

o Nature study/photography (important to 87%) 

o Rafting/canoeing/kayaking (important to 83%) 

o Cross Country Skiing (important to 76%) 

o Connections to other trail systems outside town (important to 91%) 

o Pet-friendly trail/recreational areas (important to 69%) 

Analysis of Non-Motorized Trail Alternatives Based On Community Needs 

The public input was so strongly supportive of pedestrian paths and trails that the decision 

to prioritize trail development in recreation planning was confirmed.  The values expressed 

by the public became part of the analysis and decision-making regarding the priority of 

trail segments.   
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The Park and Recreation Commission evaluated survey results and other testimony 

received and set the following seven trail priorities  

1. Trails that will enhance physical health and community well-being. 

2. Trails that provide safety in recreation and non-vehicular alternatives. 

3. The alleviation of parking demands by developing connectivity to neighborhoods. 

4. Connectivity amongst existing recreational areas (parks/ pool) and community 

services (library/senior center). 

5. Wildlife habitat and viewing connectivity. 

6. Protection of important and unique riparian areas. 

7. River access for viewing, photography, and recreation. 

The following trail types (based on activities supported) are needed 

1. Separation of pedestrian pathway from vehicular traffic flow. 

2. Multi-use paths that allow pedestrian and bicycle use; adequate widths. 

3. Riverfront mixed use within town with maximum access to river-viewing. 

4. Use of pervious surfaces, where possible, and compliance with the Comprehensive 

Plan and Shoreline Master Plan. 

Other considerations in trail design 

1. Ecologically sound design and cost are priority factors in trail development. 

2. Maintain open areas and natural habitats with native plants wherever possible. 

3. Lighting will be minimal and only provided where required for safety; preserve 

nature viewing and night skies. 

4. Waste management including pet refuse:  encourage pack-out, supplies at parks. 

5. Bike parking should be provided especially where bike use terminates at riparian 

areas. 

6. Trail access shall be carefully planned to not be a significant detriment to habitat. 
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Other factors that helped determine the phasing of the trail included 

1. Immediacy of threats to obtaining trail easements or right-of-ways; pending 

development or sales. 

2. Good topography for trail and planned uses. 

3. Favorable zoning or regulations to provide future access for trail. 

4. Linking desired recreational elements – making connections. 

5. Developing sections that would accommodate the greatest unmet needs (i.e. safe 

bike paths, walking and river-viewing). 

6. Willing owners on desired routes. 

7. Opportunities to use extensions of town infrastructure like new sidewalks, 

waterline easements, river-crossings to make connections and looped trails. 

Phasing of Trail Development Based on Understood Priorities 

The following phases are scheduled in priority order based on current analysis.  Changes 

including: status and immediacy of threats, ownership, development plans and other 

changes may require re-prioritizing in the future.  The order of priority can be seen on the 

Trail Phases Map (Appendix B): 

Phase I – West side of the Methow River from the Twisp Park to 2nd Avenue with an 

additional trail leading up to Methow Street (see Hottell-Bennett trail). East side of the 

Methow River from Highway 20 north to where the trail connects with the 

Twisp/Winthrop Eastside County Road (see Lloyd trail). 

Phase II – East side of the Methow River from Highway 20 south to Marble Street. West 

side of the Methow River from Highway 20 south, ending at the swimming hole south of 

the Methow River Bridge. 

Phase III – From the Twisp Park south around the dike to Lincoln Street then to Massey 

Wills Lane, travel west along the south side of the Twisp River, under the north bridge, 

continuing along the riverfront then back to Twisp Avenue, after Twisp River Suites, 

continue traveling west on Twisp Avenue and connect to the Methow Salmon Recovery 

interpretive trails. 

Phase IV – Connect Burton Street/Riverside Avenue to Twisp Airport Road, continuing 

to the Twisp Airport and Sports Complex (located at the Twisp Airport). 
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Future Connections – Connection to Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(WDFW) and the Methow Valley Sports Trails Association (MVSTA) trails accessed from 

the east side of the Methow River on the north end of Twisp. 

Funding Strategies 

The Town recognizes that the quality of life for those living and recreating in town is 

enhanced and made healthier by having a variety of recreation opportunities.  Additionally, 

the economic challenges of living in the Methow Valley have been increased by the 

economic downturn and the decrease in construction.  While this makes funding for park 

and recreation challenging, it also increases the importance of those elements. The Town 

will endeavor in park, trail and recreation planning and construction to give great 

consideration to alternatives to debt funding and to the cost-benefit ratio of proposed 

projects across Town systems.  The Town Council will make provision for citizen input 

whenever funding options are considered.  Funding may include a set-aside from current 

or future taxes among other innovative strategies. 
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Priority Projects Map 

Evaluation Sheets 

Trails Plan Priority Projects 

Facilities Plan Map 

Trail Phases Map 

Capital Facilities Plan 

 


